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Don Gaetz, Superintendent of Schools for Okaloosa County, was honored by Workforce Florida, Inc, as a Champion of the Workforce for the state of Florida for 2005.   Workforce Florida is a 45 member, Governor appointed, state policy board for workforce development programs and services.  At its December 1st Board Meeting, Mr. Tramm Hudson, Chairman of the state policy board,  recognized Mr. Gaetz for his outstanding contribution to Florida’s Workforce Development System.   Mr. Hudson praised Mr. Gaetz for his vision and leadership with Okaloosa Schools and its innovative CHOICE Model for Career Education.  
Workforce Florida Inc. and Agency for Workforce Innovation, selected CHOICE as Florida’s Model for Replication and awarded competitive funding to four local Workforce Development Boards and their six School Districts to replicate CHOICE in their local regions.   At the request of Workforce Florida and the Agency for Workforce Innovation, Okaloosa Schools and its CHOICE Team, in partnership with the local Workforce Development Board of Okaloosa and Walton Counties, are providing Technical Assistance and Quality Assurance to the six CHOICE Replication sites.  Mr. Gaetz selected Dr. Frank Fuller to head up the Quality Assurance Team that includes Dr. William Maloy, Special Consultant with the University of West Florida.  
Mary Lou Reed, Executive Director of the Workforce Development Board of Okaloosa and Walton Counties, in nominating Mr. Gaetz for the award,   said “CHOICE has revolutionized education through its business-driven model.   Students graduate with highly sought after industry certified credentials.”    Robert Dobson, Chairman, congratulated Mr. Gaetz for helping to address the critical labor and skills shortages through the innovative CHOICE educational programs.  
